University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

3-12-1999

Women and Their Autobiographies a Focus for
UD's 1999 Marianist Award Winner

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
"Women and Their Autobiographies a Focus for UD's 1999 Marianist Award Winner" (1999). News Releases. 8726.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/8726

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

.----------, l j A (

c. I

UNIVERSITY

;UAYfON

March 12, 1999
Contact: Maureen Schlangen or Pam Huber, huber@udayton.edu

NEWS RELEASE
WOMEN AND THEIR AUTOBIOGRAPHIES A FOCUS
FOR UD'S 1999 MARIANIST AWARD WINNER
DAYTON, Ohio- To this year's Marianist Award winner, faith brings a dimension to
scholarship that research and study alone cannot provide.
"It makes me look for meaning and some sense of relationship of an individual's life and

experiences to a metaphysical world," said Jill Ker Conway, a bestselling autobiographer and
anthologist and former president of Smith College in Northampton, Mass.
Conway, recipient of the University of Dayton's 1999 Marianist Award, will talk about
"Memoirs and Meaning" at 3 p.m. Wednesday, March 24, in Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse
Philips Humanities Center, followed by a reception at 4:30p.m. in the Barrett Dining Room.
Admission to both events is free and open to the public.
The award is given annually to a Roman Catholic distinguished for achievement in
scholarship and the intellectual life. The award includes a $5,000 stipend from the Society of
Mary, the Catholic religious order that founded UD.
"Faith has made me think of my life and career as a vocation, not as a personal quest
for success, however conventionally defined," she said, adding that she considers people's
talents and abilities not an entitlement, but as something they're called to use.
Conway has written two acclaimed memoirs, The Road From Coorain and True North,
and her two volumes of women's autobiographical writing have made her the foremost
anthologist of women's autobiography. Her most recent book, When Memory Speaks: Reflections

on Autobiography, explores the modern memoir and the strikingly different ways in which men
and women tend to understand and present their lives.
Now a visiting professor in Massachusetts Institute of Technology's program in science,
technology and society, Conway was born in New South Wales, Australia, earning her
-over-
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bachelor's degree in 1958 from the University of Sydney. She earned her doctorate in history in
1969 from Harvard University and taught at the University of Sydney, Harvard and the
University of Toronto, where she was vice president of internal affairs from 1973 to 1975. She
became president of Smith College in 1975 and stayed there for 10 years.
Today, besides teaching at MIT and writing, she serves on the board of directors of six
corporations including Merrill Lynch and Co., Colgate-Palmolive Co. and Nike Inc. and is a
trustee on the boards of a hospital network, two universities, two private schools and three
foundations.
Established in 1950, the Marianist Award was originally presented to individuals who
made outstanding contributions to Mariology. In 1967, the concept for the award was
broadened to honor people who had made outstanding contributions to humanity. The award,
as currently given, was reactivated in 1986.
-30For media interviews, contact Jill Ker Conway at (617) 262-4505.

